comprising: 

a flexible^se sheet having a first end forming a first end 
of the thermal blanket, a second end forming a second end of 
the thermal blanket, \wo edges forming respective edges of the 
thermal blanket, and a\ undersurface forming an undersurface 
of the thermal blanket; 

the first end, the sqcond end, and respective edges of the 
base sheet forming a periphery of the thermal blanket; 

the base sheet including a first layer of flexible material 
and a second layer of plastic\material co-extensive with, and 
laminated to, the first layer of\flexible material; 

an overlaying flexible rr^eri^ sheet attached to the layer 
of plastic material by a plur^/lty\o/ seals to form the base sheet 



and the overlaying sheet into 
plurality of interconnected irftflatal 

said inflatable char 
longitudinal disposition ove) 



{able covering which has a 

ambers; 
Covering for substantially 
fen of a patient's body 
extending substantially from the pelvic area of said patient's 
body to the feet of said patient's bopy; 

an inflating inlet for admitting thermally controlled air into 
the inflatable chambers to inflate the covering; 

a plurality of apertures opening \through the base sheet 
into the chambers for exhausting thern^ally controlled air from 
the inflatable chambers through the bas^ sheet in response to 
inflation and erection of the inflatable covering; and 

a seal between the overlaying material sheet and the base 
sheet around the periphery. \ 
27. (Added) The inflatable thermal blartket of Claim 26, 
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further including a non-inflatable foot extension formed in the 
inflatable covering at the seconded for enclosing and warming a 
patient's feet in response to inflation of the inflatable covering. 

28. (Added) The inflatable thermal blanket of Claim 27, 
wherein the non-inflatable foot extension comprises the non-inflatable 
extension of the inflatable covering beybnd the second end. 

29. (Added) The inflatable thermal blanket of Claim 27, 
wherein the non-inflatable foot extension\includes an extension of the 
base sheet beyond the second end. 

30. (Added) The inflatable thermal blanket of Claim 27, 



)ntini 



i\e ther 



f\ sheet 



elongate seams 

(d the sheet of plastic 



tfjan 



Tmun 



of Claim 30, 
overlaying 
bers, the plurality of 
eating tubular 



wherein the plurality of seals are discor 
formed between the overlaying matejfi 
material. 

31. (Added) The inflatat 
wherein the discontinuous elongate sleams forfri th§ 
material sheet into the plurality oA inflatable c\ 
inflatable chambers including par^f 
chambers. 

32. (Added) The thermal blanket of Cjaim 30, wherein the 
non-inflatable foot extension includes an extension of the base sheet 
beyond the second end. 

33. (Added) A thermal care system including the inflatable 
thermal blanket of Claim 27, and further including 

a heater/blower assembly for proviqii 
heated air; and 

a connecting hose coupled to the hoater/blower assembly 
and to the inflating inlet for conducting heated air from the 
heated/blower assembly into the inflatable covering. 



ing a source of 
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34. (Added) A method of warming a person using a thermal 
blanket including an inflatable space form between a flexible base 
sheet and an overlaying material sheet attached to the base sheet by a 
peripheral seal around the periphery pf the thermal blanket and a 
plurality of seals inside the periphery of the thermal blanket that form 
the base sheet and overlaying materia]! sheet into an inflatable 
covering with a plurality of interconnected inflatable chambers, and 
apertures that open into the inflatable space through the flexible base 
sheet for exhausting air from the inflatable space, the method 
comprising the steps of: 



r 

disposing the thermal/ L 
longitudinally dispose the mflatab 



said patient's body to the feet of said 



a patient's body extending : substantially ^tom the pelvic area of 



anke 



et jo substantially 
chambers over a portion of 



(tent's body; 
witfyWarmed air; and 
f^h the apertures in the 



im 34, wherein the thermal 



inflating the thermal b 
exhausting warmec 
flexible sheet. 

35. (Added) The method of Cl< 
blanket further includes a non-inflatablelsection formed in a portion of 
the periphery of the thermal blanket, the method further comprising 
the steps of: J 

the non-inflatable section forming a non-inflatable foot 
drape in the thermal blanket during the inflating step; and 

using the non-inflatable fcot drape, trapping and retaining 
the heat under the thermal blanket during the exhausting step. 



Remarks 

The applicants enclose a copy of page 671 of the Ninth New 
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